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business of printing5; but it does not appear that lie
had any authority for these assertions. In some tract,
of which I have forgot to preserve the title, he is said
to have been the original performer of Falstaff.

He lived in the parish of St. Mary's, Aldermanbury,
a residence sufficiently commodious for his perform-
ances at the Globe theatre, to which, by crossing the
Thames, he could reach in a short time.    I searched
the register of that parish for the time of his birth, in
vain.    Ben Jonson in the year 1616, as we have just
seen, calls him old Mr. Heminge : if at that time he
was sixty years of age, then his birth must be placed in
1556.    I suspect that both he and Burbadge were
Shakspeare's countrymen, and that Heminges was born
at Shottery, a village in Warwickshire, at  a  very
small   distance   from   Stratford-upon-Avon;   where
Shakspeare found his wife.    I  find two families of
this name settled in that town early in the reign of
Queen Elizabeth.    Elizabeth, the daughter of John
Heming of Shottery, was baptized at Stratford-upon-
Avon, March 12,-1567-   This John might have been
the father of the actor, though I have found no entry
relative to his baptism : for he was probably born be-
fore the year 1558, when the register commenced.   In
the village of Shottery also lived Richard Hemyng,
who had  a son  christened by the name  of John,
March 7? 1570.    Of the Burbadge family the only
notice I have found, is, an entry in the Register of the
parish of Stratford, October 12, 1565, on which day
Philip Green was married in that town to Ursula
Burbadge, who might have been sister to James Bur-
actors who personated the principal characters in our author's
plays,  while he was s on the stage, but also an assemblage of
genuine heads of the real personages represented in them ; "toge-
ther with various views of the difterent places in which the scene
of his historical dramas is placed.    Each plate will be of the same
size as that of Lowin, so as to suit the present edition.

5 Answer to Pope, 1729.